
 

American Sniper is a 2014 American biographical war film directed by Clint Eastwood and written by Jason Hall. The film stars
Bradley Cooper as Chris Kyle, based on the autobiography of the same name. It tells the story of Kyle's four-year enlistment in
the United States Navy SEALs from 1999 to 2003 where he became one of the deadliest snipers in U.S. military history, with
160 confirmed kills during his service. The film also stars Sienna Miller, Kevin R. McNally, Jared Leto, and Kyle Gallner. The
film premiered at the 2014 Toronto International Film Festival on September 5, 2014 and was released in the United States on
January 17, 2015. The film grossed $510 million worldwide against its $88 million budget. It received mixed reviews from
critics. Cooper was nominated for an Academy Award for Best Supporting Actor for his performance in the film with a Best
Original Screenplay nomination for Jason Hall. "American Sniper" was a box-office success, earning over $566 million
worldwide against a roughly estimated production budget of $105 million making it one of the highest-grossing films in history
adjusted for inflation. Chris Kyle (Bradley Cooper), an elite Navy SEAL sniper, returns home to Texas following his five-year
deployment in Iraq, where he served as the only U.S. military sniper during Operation Iraqi Freedom. He is hailed as a war hero
and becomes involved in local politics; he stands by his stories of veterans who needed help even after returning home, which
eventually costs him his job. After seeing footage of children killed in the 2013 Boston Marathon bombing by terrorist
Tamerlan Tsarnaev, Kyle becomes determined to help the families of victims during future attacks; he also decides to publish a
book about his experiences in Iraq along with co-author Scott McEwen (Andrew Howard). Kyle meets Taya Studebaker (Sienna
Miller), a single mother raising two children on her own. Kyle begins to open up about his family, friends, and the guilt of
killing people in Iraq. He proposes to Taya who accepts the proposal in spite of knowing that he may have post-traumatic stress
disorder. They marry in late 2009 but their marriage falls apart after Kyle's PTSD worsens. After the birth of their son, Taya
tells Kyle that she wants out of their relationship, but leaves him with full custody of their son. After his father refuses to help
support his family, Kyle is forced to move into a small apartment with his wife and children. He later reconciles with Taya, but
their relationship suffers when Kyle is denied employment due to his inability to hold a steady job. Kyle begins to drink heavily,
becoming emotionally unstable when he is denied a job after re-entering the workforce. While drunk at a bar, he meets Zac
"Zack" Kyle (Jared Leto), who confides in him that his father is receiving money in return for killing people. Kyle continues
fighting with PTSD and alcoholism, becoming increasingly aggressive toward Taya. He acquires an assault rifle and takes
multiple firearms training courses to gain employment in the military once again; the irony of him taking vocational courses at
the recommendation of his therapist was not lost on him.
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